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At the very young age of 37, Williams be-
came a widow when her husband passed
away unexpectedly in 1946. Her considerable
strength and determination was apparent as
she raised her four children on her own.

Williams credits her happiness to being sur-
rounded by family and friends. Today, as she
has outlived her four children, Williams is en-
circled by the love of her grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-great grandchildren.

Baptized on May 6, 1910 at St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church in Cloutierville, she is
deeply committed her Catholic faith. Williams
still recites her rosary every night before she
goes to sleep and is a faithful member of St.
Rita Catholic Church in Alexandria, La.

As her friends and family prepare to join to-
gether on September 27, 2009, for a mass in
her honor, Williams continues to exemplify a
strong character of dedication, compassion
and devotion.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Mrs. Margaret Brossett Williams on this
truly significant birthday.

HONORING LOUIS T. CAMPESE

HON. MICHAEL A. ARCURI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Mr. Louis T. Campese, a resident
of my district in Upstate New York, for his he-
roic service during World War Il and his ongo-
ing work on behalf of our nation’s veterans.

Mr. Campese served on the U.S.S. Patter-
son (DD-392), a naval destroyer stationed at
Pearl Harbor during the Japanese attack of
December 7, 1941. That morning, Mr.
Campese and two of his comrades nearly lost
their lives while rescuing a drowning sailor.
For his extraordinary actions during the attack
on Pearl Harbor and his service during World
War Il, Mr. Campese was awarded several
medals, including the Pearl Harbor Medal, the
World War Il Victory Medal and the American
Defense Service Medal.

Each year Mr. Campese reunites with other
surviving shipmates of the U.S.S. Patterson to
reminisce about their service together and re-
inforce the bonds of friendship. Mr. Campese
served previously as treasurer for the Pearl
Harbor Survivors Association, Inc., and re-
mains active in various veterans’ organiza-
tions.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to recognize
the extraordinary service Mr. Campese ren-
dered on behalf of our nation during a time of
great crisis. His bravery in the face of tremen-
dous peril is an example for us all. | ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing Mr.
Campese and the many men and women will-
ing to risk their lives in defense of the prin-
ciples and freedoms we as a nation hold dear.

HONORING DOLPH CHIANCHIANO

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, | rise
to honor Dolph Chianchiano, Senior Vice
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President for Health Policy and Research for
his 30 years of service to the National Kidney
Foundation.

As the co-chair of the Congressional Kidney
Caucus, | have had the honor of working with
the NKF and Dolph to educate my colleagues
about the impact of kidney disease, and to
shape policy and legislation to make the lives
of patients better.

Being from Seattle, where dialysis treat-
ments were first used, | have seen the power
of research and innovation in the treatment of
kidney disease. People live longer, more pro-
ductive lives with kidney failure, and we con-
tinue to learn more every day.

Dolph Chianchiano has contributed to the
understanding we now have about kidney dis-
ease in his role of administrator of NKF’s re-
search program, which has awarded nearly
$80 million in grants in his tenure. He made
the important decision to expand the program
to include not only physician research, but
other members of the renal health care team:
nurses, dietitians and social workers. He has
cultivated a cadre of researchers, providing
early career grants to researchers that go on
to devote a career to improve the lives of kid-
ney patients. Many kidney professionals have
remarked, “I got my start through an NKF re-
search grant.”

Dolph has also been a tireless advocate for
more research funding at the federal level,
helping to guide the research agenda of the
National Institutes of Health and other federal
agencies. In the past three decades, we have
seen many advances, and hopefully more will
come, as we improve the treatment for kidney
disease.

| have worked with the NKF for the 20 years
| have been in Congress, and | look forward
to many more years working with Dolph and
the others associated with the Foundation.
Congratulations on 30 years of service to kid-
ney patients. | applaud you and wish you well.

———————

IN HONOR OF SARA BIESIADNY OF
GRAPEVINE, TEXAS

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Sara Biesiadny of Grape-
vine, Texas. Sara has been selected as a re-
gional winner of a ConvaTec Comeback Kids
Award. This very important program honors
annually a group of individuals living with in-
testinal diseases or recovering from ostomy
surgery.

The Great Comebacks Awards Program
honors the achievements of children and teen-
agers living inspirational lives with Crohn’s dis-
ease, ulcerative colitis and/or an ostomy. This
year marks the 25th anniversary of the Great
Comebacks Program. Each year regional
awards are given to 12 people throughout the
United States who have struggled with a
chronic condition and have shown extraor-
dinary strength and courage. Recipients are
selected for having managed, despite daily
struggles with their conditions, to live full and
productive lives. In March of 2010, one of
these recipients will receive the national Great
Comebacks Award.

My constituent Sara, born with birth defects
of the spine, bladder and colon, received an
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ostomy shortly after birth. Despite this rough
start in life, Sara has never wasted a mo-
ment’s thought on “why has this happened to
me?” In fact, she has refused to let her
ostomy and other medical conditions get in the
way of pursuing her love of sports and
science. Even though Sara has undergone
continuous medical procedures and surgeries
since birth, she won’t sit on the sidelines, and
enjoys playing softball and basketball and
swimming. In fact, as a freshman, she set her
mind to join the high school golf team and has
enjoyed three solid seasons with the team.
Sara also has excelled academically. Sara,
17, is currently a high school senior and en-
courages others suffering from bowel diseases
to remember, “Having an ostomy or bowel dis-
ease does not define who you are, only you
can do that.”

The Great Comeback Awards Program
raises awareness of quality-of-life issues for
people with Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis,
colorectal cancer and other diseases that can
lead to ostomy surgery. These diseases are
painful and debilitating; and while ostomy sur-
gery is a procedure that can be life saving, it
is also life-changing for patients of all ages.
The spirit and courage with which a patient
embraces life after ostomy surgery is what the
Great Comebacks Program celebrates. My
best wishes to Sara and her family.

————

COMMENDING THE AMERICAN
LEGION POST 3

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. ALEXANDER.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commemo-
rate The American Legion Post 3 for their hard
work, service and dedication to the Alexandria/
Pineville area, and to the nation.

In 2009 alone, The American Legion Post 3
donated $34,500 to more than 30 laudable or-
ganizations throughout central Louisiana. Post
3 will be honored with a “Legiontown USA”
program and subsequent ceremony on Sep-
tember 16, the anniversary of the organiza-
tion’s congressional charter, as American Le-
gion Day.

The “Legiontown USA” campaign was re-
cently introduced to increase awareness of the
activities and efforts of local posts in commu-
nities throughout the United States and world-
wide. This movement is beneficial for it gives
our courageous veterans the recognition they
deserve.

On a national level, The American Legion is
a patriotic, non-profit organization devoted to
advocating for our veterans on Capitol Hill. It
is an honor and privilege to have such a
prominent and compassionate institution in the
5th District of Louisiana.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in commending The American Legion Post
3 for their loyalty and dedication to our na-
tion’s veterans, as well as for their tremendous
service to the communities of central Lou-
isiana.
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A TRIBUTE HONORING SALESIAN
HIGH SCHOOL’S CHAMPIONSHIP
VOLLEYBALL TEAM FROM
BOYLE HEIGHTS IN LOS ANGE-
LES

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize and commend an ex-
traordinary group of highly motivated and tal-
ented high school volleyball players and their
coach from the Boyle Heights area of Los An-
geles in the 34th District who were crowned
champions of California Interscholastic Fed-
eration (CIF)-Southern Section Division V in
May.

When people talk about Salesian High
School’s run at the championship, they talk
about an unlikely coach and an equally un-
likely group of young men for whom volleyball
has become more than a game.

The team’s coach, Elliott Walker, is a math
teacher who learned the basics about
volleyball by reading library books. With his
compact body and beard, he doesn’t exactly fit
the stereotype of a volleyball coach. As for the
players, the Salesian roster mirrors a student
body that is 96 percent Latino, and few of the
kids played volleyball before arriving as fresh-
men.

However, with a defensive style that empha-
sizes keeping the ball in play, Salesian’s team,
called the Mustangs, more than compensates
for its lack of height and experience. The Mus-
tangs try to throw other teams off-balance with
quick transitions, giving opponents less time to
settle defensively. This approach suits their
coach who, ever the mathematician, asks
players to line up with shoulders perfectly an-
gled and teaches his players precise steps for
each situation. Hitters aim at nine distinct
areas across the net like keys on a cellphone,
beginning with high-percentage shots to No. 1,
then No. 3, and so on.

After consecutive runner-up finishes in 2007
and 2008, the second-seeded Mustangs ven-
tured to suburban Orange County this year for
a shot at the title. While the Mustangs built a
respectable program on sweat and guile, the
team from the Boyle Heights school faced a
formidable match-up. After all, Salesian faced
volleyball royalty in the form of St. Margaret’s
of San Juan Capistrano. In addition to being
made up of big kids from a beach town, St.
Margaret’'s team is led by Coach Karch Kiraly,
a legend in the sport, whose two sons are on
the team’s roster.

After four hard-fought games, the final
match ended when senior outside hitter Ber-
nard Luna smashed his eighth kill of game
four, giving the all-boys school from East Los
Angeles its first-ever section title in the sport.
Luna finished with 22 kills, two blocks and a
service ace in an overall spectacular perform-
ance. This was not a one-man effort. Cameron
Walker, Jacob Porter, Aaron Turcios, brothers
Steven and Ivan Godinez and Erwin Ramirez
were the other starters who contributed. An-
thony San Jose and John Mora also had their
moments off the bench.

Bernard Luna, a senior outside hitter who
averaged 18 kills per game for the Division V
champion Mustangs, was named CIF Player
of the Year. Salesian’s Elliott Walker was
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named Coach of the Year. And, juniors Erwin
Ramirez and Cameron Walker were named to
the First Team All-CIF.

But the players success extends well be-
yond the volleyball court. All nine seniors on
last school year's championship volleyball
team are currently enrolled at four year col-
leges, including Luna, who earned an athletic
scholarship to Hope International University.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the 34th Con-
gressional District and the state of California,
| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Salesian High School’s volleyball team
on their remarkable achievements and extend-
ing to this school year's team our best wishes
for the upcoming season. They are truly an in-
spiration, on and off the volleyball court. After
all, as they have shown, with determination,
teamwork and a lot of hard work, anything is
possible.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. KING of New York. Madam Speaker,
due to a homeland security matter | was de-
tained this evening and missed rollcall #696.
Had | been present, | would have voted “aye.”

———

PATRICK SWAYZE—ACTOR—
ADVOCATE—TEXAN

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to remember Patrick Swayze, actor and
advocate. Swayze died at the age of 57—yes-
terday—September 14, 2009 after a long bat-
tle with pancreatic cancer. He was born in
Houston, Texas, on August 18, 1952 to par-
ents, dancer and choreographer Patsy
Swayze, and the late engineer draftsman,
Jesse Swayze.

A great actor, singer and dancer and an
outstanding native Texan, Swayze had a long
and distinguished career that made him an
American icon. Known for his work in many
films including “The Outsiders”, “Dirty Danc-
ing”, and “Roadhouse,” Swayze has been
gracing the big screen for over four decades.
He received four Golden Globe nominations
for his performances in “Ghost” and “To
Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything! Julie
Newmar”.

Patrick Swayze had been suffering from
pancreatic cancer since January 2008. De-
spite his own illness, Swayze’s unwavering
dedication to bring awareness and fight cancer
remained clear until his final days. He recently
wrote a letter to Congress asking for support
and funding towards the National Institutes of
Health for treating cancer as well as other life
threatening illnesses. Swayze brought nec-
essary attention to pancreatic cancer by mak-
ing fellow Americans aware that “more than
1.4 million will be diagnosed with cancer in
their lifetimes,” and reminding them “that they
are not alone.”

Patrick’s rise to fame began at Waltrip High
School in Houston. After graduation, he en-
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rolled in San Jacinto College, located in the
second district of Texas, to focus on gym-
nastics. His training allowed him to take his
first step toward stardom as Snow White’s
Prince Charming with the Disney’s Parade Ice
Show. Shortly after, he traveled to New York
City in order to pursue his first love, dancing.
However, an old football injury ended his bal-
let career, directing Swayze towards acting.
Swayze starred in over 33 movies, 7 theatre
productions, and had numerous television
roles and appearances throughout his accom-
plished career.

Swayze leaves behind his wife of over thirty
years, Lisa Niemi. Together they weathered a
journey of both success and disappointment.
Swayze and Niemi’s love and commitment for
one another was unwavering until the very
end.

On behalf of the second congressional dis-
trict of Texas, | rise to remember a true native
Texan, Patrick Swayze for his outstanding
achievements in the entertainment business
and in the fight against cancer. His life is truly
an example to all. He will be remembered as
a role model and a shining example of hard
work, determination, and the spirit of Texas.

HONORING MR. WILEY HILBURN

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, it is
with great pride that | rise today to commend
Mr. Wiley Hilburn, an esteemed editor, re-
spected mentor and prolific columnist.

On September 1, the Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity news bureau chief, journalism teacher
and department head, will retire after 41 years
of dedication and service. Hilburn’s legacy is
not only embedded in his written work, but
translated into the countless careers of past
students.

The Tech Talk, Louisiana Tech’s weekly
newspaper, was not always the student voice
of the university, but merely a mouthpiece for
the administration. In 1968, Tech President
F.J. Taylor, hired Hilburn to liberate the
school’s newspaper, a period consumed with
controversy and fueled by opinion. Success-
fully safeguarding the student body’s First
Amendment right during the Vietham War and
Civil Rights movement renders recognition.

Hilburn will retire from one of Louisiana’s
most acclaimed journalism schools. During his
41-year-tenure, Hilburn served under Taylor
and current Tech President Dan Reneau.
Throughout the past 40 years, students have
learned how to report responsibly and objec-
tively.

Although he will no longer steer the student
voice of Tech, his opinionated outlook of rea-
son will continue in his columns, printed week-
ly in The Shreveport Times and The News-
Star, of Monroe.

The Ouachita River touches most parishes
in North Louisiana; Hilburn touches the hearts
of all of his readers in North Louisiana every
Sunday. During his four decades of teaching
and mentoring students, Hilburn gave ‘frag-
ments’ of his life to every journalism student
who walked through Keeney Hall.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Wiley Hilburn, a teacher, writer and
personal friend.
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